Trust in Jesus! – 12th Sunday – Year B
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark: (Mk. 4: 35-41) 
With the coming of evening, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us cross over to the other side.” 

And leaving the crowd behind they took him, just as we was, in the boat, and there were other boats with him. Then it began to blow a gale and the waves were breaking into the boat so that it was almost swamped.

But he was at the stern, his head on a cushion, asleep. 
They woke him and said to him, “Master, do you not care?
We are going down.”
And he woke up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Quiet now! Be clam!”
And the wind dropped, and all was calm again. 

Then he said to them:  “Why are you so frightened? How is it that you have no faith?”
They were filled with awe and said to one another, “Who can this be? Even the wind and the sea obey him.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Dear brothers and sisters,

Sickness is just one of the many bitter fruits which afflict man; there are many other kinds of trials which trouble us and put our Christian faith to the test, for instance: (i) natural calamities, (ii) the loss of material goods, (iii) anxiety about the necessaries of life, (iv) dissension in the family or within the Christian community, (v) temptations of all kinds, (vi) persecution, and so on. 

This explains why the Church time and again, brings to our consideration the problem of suffering that we may get ready to accept it when it knock at our door.

The apostle Peter must have narrated many times to his Christians the episode of the storm in the lake, the fear of the apostles and the way Jesus calmed the storm. Mark narrated it in his Gospel the way he did, to help the Christians of all times to give the correct answer to this important question: How should a Christian behave in time of trial? 
Let us try to find the answer ourselves, guided by today’s readings. 

1. The answer given by Job to the problem of his own suffering: 

- Job seems to have been a wealthy and pious person who lived in very ancient times, and who remained faithful to God in spite of his many trials. His memory passed on from generation to generation among the Jews. 

- Hundreds of years later, the Spirit inspired someone, whose name we do not know. The purpose of the Spirit in prompting that person to write the book was to help people accept the trials of life trusting in God’s wisdom and goodness, as Job had done. 

- In the book, we see Job losing his children and possessions all of a sudden, and then afflicted by a repugnant skin-disease which covered his body from head to foot. 

Job complains to God: “Is it right that an honest person like me should be allowed to suffer this way?” 

Three friends first, and a fourth later, try to explain to Job the reason for his troubles; but in vain; their arguments make no sense to him. 

Having listened to Job’s complaint and to his friends’ wrong way of reasoning, God Intervenes. He challenges Job to explain the way things in nature work, how the lightning and thunder come about, how the sea keeps in its own place, how the stars move in the sky and so on. 

- Needless to say, Job is unable to answer even a single question among the many put to him by God. Having made him realize how limited his knowledge is, God leads him to the right conclusion: “If you cannot even explain how visible things in nature work, how can you or your friends pretend to explain what no man has ever fathomed: God’s ways of dealing with people .... ?” 

- Job realises his foolishness and begs for pardon: he has understood God’s message which was as follows: The wise course for anyone who suffers is to refrain from questioning God, to submit to God’s plans, mysterious though they are, and to trust God’s wisdom, power and love.
As a conclusion, the book tells us that, as a reward for Job’s faithfulness in trial, God gave him a new family, more numerous than the one he had lost, and blessed him with possessions far more than abundant than those he had before. 

This conclusion too has a deep meaning behind it: No one who puts his trust in God in time of trial will be disappointed. 

***

A clearer explanation about suffering provided by Jesus:
The explanation as to how to behave in time of trial provided in the Book of Job, marks the farthest point anyone could reach in the matter before the coming of Christ. 

Fortunately, at his coming into the world, Jesus made matters much clearer; he did it, not through long explanations, but with the example of his own life. 

In the passage of the storm in the lake, as narrated by Mark, Jesus teaches us how to face trial, both as individuals and as a community. Let us go through its details. 

a) First the boat: The boat represents the Church: 

- Early Christians saw in the boat with Jesus and the apostles on board, a symbol of the Church. Jesus had made use of Simon’s boat to preach to the crowds (Lk. 5: 3); it is through the Church that he continues to make the Good News known to the world. 

- Jesus entrusted the boat (his Church) to the apostles; their task was to cross the lake and to take the boat to “the other shore” i.e., heaven. 

- Mark speaks of several boats crossing together; perhaps we could see in these boats the various Christian communities, our own here being one of them. The crossing is a risky one, but the apostles guide us, and above all, Jesus continues to be with us in fulfillment of his promise: “I am with you always” (Mk. 28: 20) 

b) Jesus was asleep: 

- Many lessons can be learnt from this short sentence: “Jesus was asleep” (Mk. 4: 38) 

· The first lesson, a very consoling one, is that Jesus really became man, a man like us, in need of sleep just as we are. He had been preaching the whole day and was dead tired; so fast asleep was he, that not even the storm and the violent rocking of the boat woke him up. It is indeed encouraging to see Jesus ... so human! 

· The second lesson the apostles failed to learn was Jesus’ faith and trust in his Father. He was as much in danger as they were, yet, on going to sleep, he had put his safety in his Father’s hands sure of his love. The boat would not sink without his Father’s consent. 

- This lesson applies to the Christians of all times; Jesus left his Church, (his boat) in our hands; he certainly wants us to use all the means at our disposal to further his Kingdom. The apostles did well in trying to bailout of the boat the water that kept pouring in. But Jesus wants us to put our faith in him and leave to him what is beyond our power. Christ is more concerned about the safety of his Church than we ourselves are. 

- And not just about the Church; there is nothing in us, both individually and as a community, about which Jesus is not concerned. We fall so easily a prey to anxiety in time of trouble and think that God has forgotten us altogether. This is not true. Christ has everyone in mind; not a detail in our trials escapes him. 

c) The complaint of the apostles: 

- Afraid for their life, the apostles woke up Jesus and their appeal sounded as a scolding: “Master, do you not care? We are going down” (Mk. 4: 39) 

- It was like telling him: “Master, we are here struggling to save our life and yours, and you go on sleeping? What kind of concern is this you have for us?” 

This is the common complaint of most persons under trial; our faith in God’s love falters, we start doubting about it. God keeps so silent in spite of our prayer that we start accusing him of being unconcerned about us. 

d) The reply of Jesus: 

- The first thing Jesus did on waking up was to calm the wind and the waves: “Quiet now! Be calm!” (Mk. 4: 39).
Four short words, but how effective! Notice that the words Jesus pronounced to calm the storm were similar to those he had used to cast away the devil from a possessed man (Mk. 1: 25). Jews believed that storms too were the work of evil spirits. 

- Having restored the calm, Jesus rebuked his apostles: “Why are you so frightened? How is it that you have no faith?” (Mk. 4: 40). 
The rebuke of Jesus showed his disappointment at the slow progress of his apostles in discovering who he really was. 

It was like telling them: “It is high time that you put your complete trust in me; as long as you do not, you will always remain at the mercy of a thousand fears.” 

Mark wanted the Christian communities for whom he was writing the Gospel to take the rebuke of Jesus as addressed to themselves. Those communities were under persecution; when the persecution showed no signs of abating, they started doubting of Jesus’ concern for them. 

The rebuke is meant for us too; we must grow in faith in Christ and be fully convinced that he is in our midst at all times in spite of his apparent silence, and that he will come to our rescue without delay the moment he thinks best. 

- The lesson about suffering that Jesus teaches us through the episode of the storm in the lake is clear enough. But still clearer is the lesson he teaches us in the way he accepted his own trials, his suffering and his death. 

Not for a moment did he doubt of his Father’s love for him; his last words on earth as he died on the cross were an expression of his full trust in him: “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit” (Lk. 23: 46).
3. A model of trust in Jesus’ love: Paul: 

- In the second reading of this Sunday, taken from his second letter to the Christians of Corinth, Paul completes the lesson on suffering as follows: 

· The fact that Jesus died and rose for us should render our faith in him unshakable. 

· A Christian should feel at all times surrounded by Christ’s love, joined to Christ through love as by a strong rope, so strong that we should never allow it to snap, no matter the trial. 

· If Christ died and rose for us, it follows that we should live and die for him; in his plans of love our trials are only stepping stones to our own resurrection. 

· There is no comparison between what we have to suffer in life and the joy without end, which our trials will yield.

Conclusion: 

1. In time of trial, never question God but rather, put your trust in him for he loves you. Jesus may appear asleep, deaf to your prayer, yet be convinced that he is very much concerned about you; he has the power to calm the storm that has broken out around you, and in his good time he will do it. 

2. Make sure that he is in your boat, in the boat of your soul and of the Christian community to which you belong; he will lead you safely to the other shore. 
3. Jesus teaches you how to stand up to difficulties courageously: all you have to do is to follow the way he endured his trials: with complete trust in his Father’s love. 
4. Get more and more convinced of God’s love for you; then you will stand trials with ease and even with joy. 
5. In time of suffering your prayer should be: “stay on at my side, Master, or I will sink.” 

Let us pray: Father we thank you for having called us to your Church. Help us to trust in your love every time especially in time of trial, and we understand the love of your Son who died and rose for us. - Amen. 
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