4th Sunday – Year C
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke: (Lk. 4: 21 -30) 
Jesus began to speak to them in the synagogue: “This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.” And he won the approval of all, and they were astonished by the gracious words that came from his lips. 

They said: “This is Joseph’s son, surely?” But he replied: “No doubt you will quote me the saying, ‘Physician, heal yourself’, and tell me: “We have heard all that happened in Capernaum, do the same here in your own countryside.” 

And he went on: “I tell you solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in his own country. There were many widows in Israel, I can assure you, in Elijah’s day, when heaven remained shut for three year and six months and a great famine raged throughout the land, but Elijah was not sent to anyone of these: he was sent to a widow in Zarephath, a Sidonian town. And in the prophet Elisha’s time there were many lepers in Israel, but none of these was cured, except the Syrian, Naaman.” 

When they heard this everyone in the synagogue was enraged. They sprung to their feet and hustled him out of the town; and they took him up to the brow of the hill their town was built on intending to throw him down the cliff, but he slipped through the crowd and walked away. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

……………………………
- We find in Holy Scripture how God called various people to particular tasks in the past, choosing them as his instruments in his work of saving mankind: Abraham, Moses, the prophets, Mary, John the Baptist, the apostles, are among the many thus chosen by God. 

- Today, the Church invites us to reflect that God does not limit his call to a few privileged people, but that he calls everyone, each one of us included, to join him in his work of salvation. 

- In connection with this our calling, the Church wants each one of us to bear in mind the following: 

God called me into existence, and cal1ed me to Faith in Christ with a very definite purpose; he has assigned to me a task in Christian life which he has never assigned, nor will he ever assign to anyone else; so particular is the work he has reserved for me. 

This particular calling is a definite proof of God’s love for me; in fact, his plans for me go back to the beginning of time, long before I was born. Every detail of my work was already laid out even before I was conceived in my mother’s womb. 

I must carry out the task God has entrusted to me every day throughout my life. Day after day, he puts at my disposal the means to carry it out successful1y. 

In carrying out the work God has entrusted to me, I am bound to meet with opposition. But God has promised to lend me his own strength. All I have to do is to keep in close contact with him at all times. 

- In this Sunday’s readings, we are given three examples of faithfulness to God in carrying out the work entrusted to them: the examples are, the great prophet Jeremiah, Paul and ... JESUS! 
- Let us examine the readings

1. The way Jeremiah was called to be a prophet: 

- Jeremiah was a young man, scarcely 20 years old, when God called him to be a prophet. He was the son of a Jewish priest, of the village of Anathoth, a few kms away from Jerusalem. 

Let us follow, step by step, the narration of Jeremiah’s calling, given by the prophet himself, at the beginning of his book; we hear about it in the first reading: 

· God starts by reassuring Jeremiah that it was he who was calling him, and that he had chosen him even before he could have known him, before Jeremiah had been born. What is more important, God was choosing him out of love. In Scripture language, the full meaning of the words “I knew you...” amounts to, “I lovingly chose you,” “I took full possession of you.” 

· Feeling totally unfit for the task, Jeremiah tries to refuse the call: “I do not know how to speak: I am a child!” (Jer. 1: 6) 

· God hastens to reassure Jeremiah: it was he who would prompt him what to say, and would be by his side at all time: “Say whatever 1 command you… I am with you to protect you” (Jer. I:7-8) 

· His work would not be limited to the Jews, but would extend to all nations: “I have appointed you as a prophet to the nations” (Jer. 1: 5) 

· But God made it clear to Jeremiah that he would be opposed all along by everyone. In fact, no prophet ever suffered as much as Jeremiah did or failed in his mission so completely, at least apparently, as he did. 

· He was contradicted by everyone: by his own family, by the religious leaders, by the king and the common people; he was accused of treason and put in jail; his life ended in far away Egypt, probably killed. More than once, Jeremiah was tempted to abandon his work: “I will not speak any more in his name!” (Jer. 20: 9) but his faithfulness to God made him go ahead with his task. 

- Yet God’s plans go further than anything one can imagine. Who would have told Jeremiah that 2,600 years after his apparent failure we would still derive benefit from the messages he conveyed? 

The lesson is clear: no task sincerely carried out in God’s service ever ends up in failure. In the work God entrusts to a person, failure or success are not to be measured by human standards 
2. Now let us look at the calling of God as experienced by Paul: 

For the last three Sundays, the second reading has been taken from Paul’s first letter to the Christians of Corinth. 

Paul knew the Scriptures well and realised that God had repeated in him the story of Jeremiah. Writing to his Christians of Galatia about his call, Paul makes use of words similar to those in which Jeremiah describes his calling: “God chose me from my mother’s womb to preach the Good News to the pagans” (Gal. 1: 15) 

Again, like Jeremiah, Paul too was chosen “to be a light for all nations, to carry God’s salvation till the end of the world” (Acts 13: 47) 

- And like Jeremiah, Paul too was fiercely opposed at every stage in his work by the civil authorities, by the Jews, and what is worse by some of his fellow Christians. On reading his second letter to the Christians of Corinth, one cannot but be astonished at the incredible number of trials he had undergone in his missionary journeys (2 Cor. 11: 22-29).
3. The Spirit led Jeremiah to describe his own calling and trials in such a way as to serve as a symbol and prediction of Jesus’ own calling and sufferings:
It happens with the passage we read about Jeremiah, as it happens with many other passages in the Scriptures: that God encloses in them more than one meaning. Often, the hidden meaning is more important than the one the passage shows at first sight. 

Thus we realise that the words addressed by God to Jeremiah, fit Jesus even better than they fit the prophet: 

· The Father “knew Jesus” long before he had been conceived in Mary’s womb on becoming man. As we said above, in Scripture language, “to know” often means “to love”, “to choose” “to possess”, “to be one with.” 

· It was this love for Jesus that the Father expressed at his baptism by John in the Jordan and at his transfiguration on the mountain: 

“You are my Son whom I love” (Lk. 3: 22) 

“This is my Son, whom I have chosen, listen to him” (Lk. 9: 35) 

The Father appointed Jesus as his messenger to all mankind and his message runs: “God loves you; hasten to abandon sin and to go back to me; 1 want you all home in heaven with me.” 

- Jesus came not only to bring the Good News, but to fulfil them, by setting people free, by putting them under God’s loving rule, and taking them home. We heard him last Sunday telling the people of Nazareth that he was the one whom Isaiah had announced when he wrote: “Yahweh has sent me to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, freedom to those in prison” (Is. 61: 1) 

And Jesus was opposed indeed: opposed, right from his birth by Herod who compelled him to go to Egypt; opposed during his preaching by the religious leaders of the Jews and by the civil authorities; opposed even by his countrymen, as we have read in the Gospel. 

- And as in the case of Jeremiah, his enemies seemed to prevail upon him; they condemned him to death. Yet, he was not defeated: even today, Jesus continues to be his Father’s messenger to everyone, goes on freeing people from sin and leading them home; and happily we are of the number. 

Dear brothers and sisters, our own calling, as Christians, coincides with that of Jeremiah, with that of Paul and, above all, with that of Jesus: 

As we said above during the last few Sundays, we have been taking the second reading from the first letter of Paul to his Christians of Corinth. 

Last Sunday, Paul told us that each one of us is called to build up the Body of Christ which is the Church, of which we all are members; we do it by building up the local Christian community, which is the Church among us. 

- On the Sunday before last, Paul told us that whatever gifts the Spirit bestows on us, members of the Christian community, are given to us having in view the welfare of the community, and not just our individual welfare. We should bear in mind that we shall never so well look after our own interests as when we have the interests of the community really at heart. 

This implies being at all times God’s messengers to those in whose midst we live. And there is only one way to convey God’s message efficiently: to live a genuine Christian life. To fail to do so, amounts to being God’s false messengers. 

- To strive to be God’s faithful messenger brings opposition; we must be ready for it. Experience has already taught us how true are the following words of Paul to his disciple Timothy: “Anybody who tries to live as a true Christian is certain to be attacked.” (2 Tim 3:12).
Should not the thought that our calling, is the same as that Christ, give us courage to go through our task as His messengers both courageously and faithfully? 

5. There is only one way to succeed in our work as God’s, messengers: through Christian love: 

- In the second reading, Paul recalls to his Christians of Corinth how generous the Spirit had been with various members in that community: 
· some had been granted the gift to preach the Gospel eloquently, 
· others, to explain it with utmost clarity, 

· others, the power to cure various illnesses, to foretell the future, and so on. 

- All these were wonderful gifts and were granted variously to various people, the Spirit distributing them as he thought best (l Cor. 12: 11) 

- Yet, says Paul, there is a gift which is granted to each and every Christian, a gift far more precious than all the rest: the gift of love. 

- This is what Paul has to say about it: It is a gift, God’s gift: 

- Therefore, by ourselves, we do not have the power to love the way God loves. We received this power when God sent his own Spirit, the Spirit of love, into our hearts at Baptism (Gal. 4: 6) 

- Again, only love will enable us to carry out the task entrusted to us by God. No one can be God’s messenger without love. 

- A Christian without love, no matter how gifted a person he/she might be, has nothing worth to contribute to the Christian community. 

- Paul concludes by telling us that love is such a great gift that it will remain with us even after death: 

· Take faith, for instance, says Paul: it is a most precious gift, a ​lamp God puts into our hands at Baptism to lighten our way through the darkness of this life. But on reaching heaven we shall leave faith at the door, as we put our lamp aside when day time comes.
· Or take for instance hope, Paul continues. Hope is again God’s precious gift in life, helping us to keep our trust in Him even in time of trial, assuring us that He will fulfil his promises in due time. Hope too, we shall leave there at the gate of heaven, since we would then possess what we were hoping for.
· With love, however, it is different, says Paul. It is precious here below since it gives meaning to all that we do; but it will be just as precious in heaven, where God will fill our hearts with his love and fill them to overflowing. There, we shall love him, and shall love our brothers and sisters, in God’s own style, so to say, and be loved in return, far more intensely than we are capable of loving here on earth. 

Heaven is what it is on account of love. There, the words of John in his first letter to all Christians will be fully realised: “God is love; anyone who lives in love, lives in God, and God lives in him.” (1 Jn. 4: 16).
Let us pray: Father in heaven, we thank you for having loved us long before we could love you; help us to be faithful messengers of your love here on earth so as to share in your infinite love in heaven. We ask this through Christ’ our Lord. - Amen.
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